
          

GREAT BASIN UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 
157 Short Street, Bishop, California 93514-3537 

760-872-8211   Fax: 760-872-6109 
 
 

May 29, 2013 
 

 
Mr. Steve Nelson 
Acting Field Manager 
United Stated Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
Bishop Field Office 
352 Pacu Lane, Suite 100 
Bishop, California 93514 
 
 
Subject:  Response to LADWP letter dated March 22, 2013regarding Right-of-Way CACA 

50145, and Placement of Air Monitoring Equipment, Owens Lake, Inyo County,  
 
 
Dear Mr. Nelson: 
 
Presented below is the Great Basin Air Pollution Control District’s (District’s) response to the 
objections raised in the letter received from Mr. Martin L. Adams of the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power (LADWP) to the United States Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) regarding the relocation of a District air monitoring station, known as the “Dirty Socks” 
station, onto Bureau lands at the southern shore of Owens Lake. In order to clarify the context of 
this relocation, presentation of some background information is in order.  In November 2012, the 
District received notice from LADWP (attached) that leases for three of the Districts air 
monitoring stations located on LADWP property, including the Dirty Socks station, had been 
canceled and the stations were to be removed within 30 days. The Dirty Socks station had been 
in operation on LADWP property since June 1999.  
 
In December 2012, the District removed the three stations and began looking for new locations 
on non-LADWP property that would be representative of the same areas as the previous 
locations.  Staff found suitable locations for two of the monitors on lands administered by the 
BLM, and a suitable location for the third monitor on land managed by the California State 
Lands Commission (CSLC).  
 
District staff has determined that the proposed location of the Dirty Socks monitor onto BLM-
administered federal land meets all of the criteria regulating the location of air quality monitoring 
stations as set forth in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 58, Appendix E.  In 
choosing this particular location, District staff has carefully assessed its compliance with the 
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applicable federal regulations and determined that the location meets all federal siting 
requirements for PM10 monitoring for the purpose of determining compliance with the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).  
 
The proposed Dirty Socks air monitoring location is on BLM lands on which LADWP has right-
of-way (ROW CACA 50145). This area is a current Dust Control Area (DCA), known as the 
“T5-1 Addition,” that the LADWP is operating as part of the ongoing dust mitigation project on 
the Owens Lake Playa. The District is aware that there are buried drip lines and infrastructure 
located throughout the T5-1 Addition.  District staff has been in contact with both LADWP 
Owens Lake operations staff and LADWP Power staff, both of which indicated the shelter, 
access road, and power line could be placed without any modification to, or interference with, 
the operation of the T5-1 Addition irrigation system.   
 
The proposed Dirty Socks location is on top of a berm that is between two east-west oriented 
drip irrigation lines which are 80-feet apart.  The District proposes to install gravel on the 
currently uncontrolled access road on top of the berm, with a maximum width of 12-feet.  The 
pad for the station will also be gravel and will be 24-feet wide, north to south, or between the 
driplines, and 32-feet long, parallel to the driplines.  All of these dimensions are well short of the 
80-feet of clearance available between the two driplines parallel to the berm.  The addition of the 
gravel would also mitigate any dust that might otherwise blow off of the top of the berm, as the 
berm has no vegetation or irrigation infrastructure on it.  
 
Construction activities may generate some additional dust, particularly during the application of 
the gravel; however, the gravel will be placed before the station is set.  Subsequent activities will 
take place on the gravel access road or pad, which will minimize any additional dust impacts.  
The application of the gravel, especially to the currently uncontrolled access road used by 
LADWP staff, will further mitigate dust emissions from the area.  Installing the station on the 
berm will also allow the District to more closely monitor the effectiveness of the drip-
irrigation/vegetation project on the T5-1Addition. 
 
The LADWP objects to the proposed location stating that it would be a violation of the 2008 
Owens Valley State Implementation Plan (2008 SIP) to locate the site below the 3600-foot 
elevation Owens Lake regulatory shoreline. The 2008 SIP, however, states that monitors will be 
located at “shoreline and near shore” locations [emphasis added].  The proposed site is 500-feet 
south and 10-feet in elevation higher than the previous location and is 330-feet north of the south 
shoreline. The previous site was also “near” but below and inside the regulatory shoreline and 
was installed at a location recommended and approved via lease by LADWP. 
 
The LADWP wrongly believes that the PM10 data collected from the station in the proposed 
location could not be used for NAAQS comparison since the data, “would undoubtedly be 
impacted by the ongoing dust control activities within the ROW, including operation and 
maintenance of the irrigation system and, therefore, [would be] an inaccurate reflection of actual 
PM10 emissions within the area.” Dust emissions from maintenance activities or poorly 
maintained control areas could adversely impact the air quality in this area.  The purpose of the 
Dirty Socks monitor in its proposed location is to monitor any uncontrolled emission sources and 
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also to ensure that those sources that are supposed to be controlled remain in compliance with the 
PM10 NAAQS and the legal requirements of the 2008 SIP. 
 
In conclusion, the proposed new location of the Dirty Socks monitoring station meets all siting 
criteria for PM10 monitoring listed in Title 40 CFR Part 58, Appendix E; it is representative of 
conditions at the former location; and it is an appropriate site for PM10 monitoring.  District staff 
recommends the BLM approve the District’s request for a Right-of-Way for the proposed 
relocation of the Dirty Socks monitoring station to the southern shore area of the Owens Lake as 
specified in the District’s previously submitted application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Theodore D. Schade, P.E. 
Air Pollution Control Officer 
 
 
 
Attachments: 

 LADWP Letter to Ted Schade re: Notice of Partial Termination of License Agreement 
No. 850 (LA- 850) 

 District Letter to EPA re: Site Closures (without attached LADWP letter) 
 EPA response to site closures 

 
 
 
cc: Matt Lakin, USEPA IX 
 Michael Flagg, USEPA IX 
 Martin L. Adams, LADWP 
 William Van Wagoner, LADWP 
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